TAXATION  NO   TYRANNY,

interest. It is difficult to prove the principles of science ;
because notions cannot always be found more intelligible
than those which are questioned. It is difficult to prove
the principles of practice, because they have, for the most
part, not been discovered by investigation, but obtruded
by experience; and the demonstrator will find, after an
operose deduction, that he has been trying to make that
seen, which can be only felt.

Of this kind is the position, that " the supreme power of
-every community has the right of requiring, from all its
subjects, such contributions as are necessary to the publick
safety or publick prosperity," which was considered, by all
mankind, as comprising the primary and essential condi-
tion of all political society, till it became disputed by those
zealots of anarchy, who have denied, to the parliament of
Britain the right of taxing the American colonies.

In favour of this exemption of the Americans from the
authority of their lawful sovereign, and the dominion of
their mother-country, very loud clamours have been raised,
and many wild assertions advanced, which, by such as
borrow their opinions from the reigning fashion, have been
admitted as arguments; and, what is strange, though their
tendency is to lessen English honour and English power,
have been heard by Englishmen, with a wish to find them
true. Passion has, in its first violence, controlled interest,
as the eddy for awhile runs against the stream.

To be prejudiced is always to be weak; yet there are
prejudices so near to laudable, that they have been often
praised, and are always pardoned. To love their country
has been considered as virtue in men, whose love could
not be otherwise than blind, because their preference was
made without a comparison; but it has never been my for-
tune to find, either in ancient or modern writers, any
honourable mention of those, who have, with equal blind-
ness, hated their country.

These antipatriotick prejudices are the abortions of folly
impregnated by faction, which, being produced against the
standing order of nature, have not strength sufficient for
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